
Hazmat 2024 Programme 

Day 1 

09:30 Chairperson’s Opening Remarks, Craig Thomson, NCEC, Ricardo 
Keynote 1 
09:40 Dave Walton, West Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Service/National Fire Chiefs Council 

10:00 (40-minute Exhibitor Networking) 

 
Parallel 1 

Chair: Bethan Davies 
Ballroom A/B/C 

Parallel 2 
Chair: Jonathan Lang 

Charlecote 

Parallel 3 
Chair: Chris Sowden 

Packwood 

Parallel 4 
Chair: Ed Sullivan 

Harewood  

AM 
presentation 1 
10:40 

The Lithium Ion 
incident learning 
journey 
 
Mike Plant, Group 
Manager - North 
Wales Fire and 
Rescue Service 

The Hazmat 
Adviser`s role in 
International 
disasters 
 
Shammi Rana, 
Technical Rescue 
Advisor - West 
Midlands Search & 
Rescue Team 

Palytoxin: When all 
other possibilities 
are eliminated, the 
remaining one, 
however unlikely, 
must be the truth. 
 
Matt Amey & Jon 
Bird - 
Gloucestershire Fire 
& Rescue Service  

The National CBRN 
Centre – 
developing a police 
detection, 
identification and 
monitoring 
capability for the 
future. 
 
Jim Grove, Station 
Commander – 
National CBRN 
Centre 

11:25 (20-minute break) 

AM 
presentation 2 
11:45 

As above As above As above As above 

12:30 (1 hour lunch break) 

 
A 

Blenheim 
B 

Packwood 
C 

Charlecote 
D 

Harewood 
E  

Ballroom A,B,C 

1st Workshop/ 
Scenario  
13:30 – 15:15 

Unlock the 
Power of Rapid 
Field Detection 
Techniques for 
Emergency 
Response! 
 
Josh Allaway & 
Rhiannon 
Chalmers-
Brown - Hazmat 
Academy, 
NCEC, Ricardo 

Hazmats Role 
in Confined 
Space 
Incidents: 2 
Case studies 
 
Jeffrey Zientek, 
Fire Captain 
(Ret.) - Phoenix 
Fire Department  
 
Sponsored by 
Gasmet 
Technologies 
UK Ltd 

Response to 
radiation 
incidents: 
What 
information 
matters and 
how to use that 
information. 
 
Simon 
Townsend, 
MSRP CRadP & 
Laura Pearse - 
AWE 

First 
Response: 
Differentiation, 
decision 
making, 
command and 
first responder 
safety 
 
Chris Singer & 
Gavin Williams, 
Resilience 
Advisors 
Network 
 
Sponsored by 
Ramora UK Ltd 

“It’s more than 
just a BLEVE!” 
– A Fire and 
Police 
response and 
investigation in 
to a road 
tanker fire 
 
Jason Dearsley, 
Staff Officer to 
Head of Roads 
Policing, Essex 
Police & Craig 
McLellan, Essex 
Fire & Rescue 
Service  

15:15 (30-minute break) 

2nd Workshop/ 
Scenario 
15:45 – 17:30 

As above As above As above As above As above 

19:00 for 19:30 
sit down 

Conference Dinner 
Lifetime Achievement Award/Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 2 
Parallel 1  

Chair: Craig Thomson 
Harewood 

Parallel 2 
Chair: Josh Allaway 

Charlecote 

Parallel 3 
Chair: Jon Lang 

Ballroom C 

Parallel 4 
Chair: Maria Stearn 

Ballroom A/B  

AM 
presentation 
1 
09:00 

Hazardous 
Energetic Material 
Unit (HEMU) 
Activities Update 
 
Dave Welch – 
Senior Explosives 
Officer, Ramora UK 

Haz-Mat Officer 
101: You're a 
Leader not a boss 
 
Ralph Suppa, 
Lieutenant - Anne 
Arundel County Fire 
Department 

Calculating the 
cost of an 
environmental 
incident 
 
Andrew Barnes & 
Gary Tarling - 
Environment 
Agency 

Casualty 
behaviours during 
incidents 
involving 
hazardous 
materials 
 
Frank Long - 
Hertfordshire Fire 
and Rescue Service 
& PhD student, 
Imperial College 
London & UKHSA 

10:00 (15-minute break) 

AM 
presentation 
2 
10:15 

ADR Reporting & 
Data Collection 
Project 
 
Elizabeth Shovelton 
- Department for 
Transport & Bethan 
Davies - NCEC, 
Ricardo 
 

Haz-Mat Officer 
101: You're a 
Leader not a boss 
 
Ralph Suppa, 
Lieutenant - Anne 
Arundel County Fire 
Department 

CBRN / Hazmat 
Professional 
Development 
 
Lt Col Stephen 
Johnson - Defence 
CBRN, British Army 
 

Calculating the 
cost of an 
environmental 
incident 
 
Andrew Barnes & 
Gary Tarling - 
Environment 
Agency 

11:15 (15-minute break) 

AM 
presentation 
3 
11:30 

Hazardous 
Energetic Material 
Unit (HEMU) 
Activities Update 
 
Dave Welch – 
Senior Explosives 
Officer, Ramora UK 

ADR Reporting & 
Data Collection 
Project 
 
Elizabeth Shovelton 
- Department for 
Transport & Bethan 
Davies - NCEC, 
Ricardo 
 

Casualty 
behaviours during 
incidents 
involving 
hazardous 
materials 
 
Frank Long - 
Hertfordshire Fire 
and Rescue Service 
& PhD student, 
Imperial College 
London & UKHSA 

CBRN / Hazmat 
Professional 
Development 
 
Lt Col Stephen 
Johnson - Defence 
CBRN, British Army 
 

12:30 (1 hour lunch break) 

13:30 

Skylark: Pioneering excellence in CO2 pipeline safety – A Joint Industry Project 
 
Ed Sullivan, NCEC, Ricardo & Daniel Allason, Principal Consultant, DNV 

15:00 

Summing up and close of conference 
 
Craig Thomson, NCEC, Ricardo 

 


