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Ricardo consortium to develop integrated 
energy solutions for public sector facilities 
 
 
Ricardo is to participate in a ground-breaking pilot project with 

the aim of assisting the deployment of smart, integrated energy 

solutions to cut energy costs and carbon emissions across the 

public sector estate 

 

Modern Energy Partners (MEP) is a collaborative project between Energy Systems 

Catapult, and the UK Government’s Cabinet Office and the Department for Business, 

Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), working with Crown Commercial Service, SALIX 

and private sector specialists including Ricardo. The project has received £2m in 

funding from the BEIS Energy Innovation Programme. 

 

The project aims to leverage private sector expertise in cutting-edge smart, integrated 

and optimised energy efficiency solutions that combine low carbon generation, storage 

and energy demand management to benefit both the public sector estate and the wider 

energy system.  

 

Ricardo is one of four leading private sector suppliers that have been appointed, 

following a competitive tender, to develop integrated energy solutions across four 

public sector sites, which include a university and military bases. Ricardo will lead a 

consortium that will focus on the estate of HMP Sheppey Cluster, a group of prison 

facilities located in the county of Kent. 



 

 

 

The Ricardo consortium will evaluate potential strategies for innovative integrated 

energy solutions at the Sheppey estate, which offer the potential to reduce carbon 

emissions and energy expenditure. The methodology used will ensure that the 

solutions recommended are repeatable and scalable, providing a future-proof site 

energy plan for the Sheppey Cluster as well as valuable lessons for future initiatives 

across multiple public sector campus sites of all types.   

 

“Ricardo is extremely pleased to have been awarded the contract to participate in this 

ground-breaking pilot project and to lead one of the four consortia developing and 

applying innovative integrated energy solutions at a major public sector facility,” 

commented Ricardo Energy & Environment project director Christine St John Cox. 

“Energy is a significant element of the operating costs for major public sector facilities, 

from university campuses to military bases and prison estates.  It is crucial that the 

carbon emissions of these important facilities are minimized, and energy costs 

optimised. The work of the Ricardo-led consortium and the other partners of the MEP 

project will, I believe, be instrumental in the long-term more sustainable development of 

the UK public sector estate, while providing valuable lessons for other large-scale 

facilities in both the public and private sectors globally.” 

 

Ends   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
Modern Energy Partners (MEP) is a pilot project run by Energy Systems Catapult (ESC) 
and Cabinet Office in partnership with Crown Commercial Service, Department for 
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) and the public sector estate.  
 
Working with the private sector supply chain, MEP will develop integrated energy efficiency 
solutions on campus-scale public sector sites (e.g. hospitals, military sites, prisons).  
 
The MEP pilot project will run until the end of March 2019, with a challenge involving four 
experienced suppliers to develop future energy systems designs for up to four public sector 
campus-scale sites. It will also support a wider team, including the Catapult, to develop a 
generic methodology that might be suitable to support the roll-out of smart, integrated 
energy systems across the public sector estate.  For further information contact: 
MEP@es.catapult.org.uk    
 
 
 
Ricardo Energy & Environment is a leading sustainability consultancy, helping clients to 
respond to environmental challenges and opportunities around the world. Its team of over 
450 staff draws on an impressive heritage supporting governments and businesses for 
over 40 years. The consultancy is an operating division of Ricardo plc. 
 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, 
technology, project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With a 
century of delivering excellence and value through technology, our client list includes the 
world's major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, 
energy companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values 
of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to 
achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. Ricardo is listed in the FTSE4Good 
Index, which identifies global companies that demonstrate strong environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) practices. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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